
                  
Newsletter – October 2023 

SCHOOL NEWS 

 
 

Dear Parents,  
 
It was lovely joining together last week to celebrate Harvest Festival; all the pupils sang beautifully and those 
who had speaking parts, read clearly for all to hear. Donations for the One Can Trust will remain open until 
Friday – thank you for those who have donated.  
 
As you are aware, we are working collaboratively with the SENDCO team from Great Kingshill School both 
working remotely and on-site. The role of the SENDCO is to work alongside the class teachers to ensure 
appropriate provision is in place to ensure all children learn. Over the next few weeks, if your child has SEND 
needs, we will be contacting you to see if you need any further guidance or if you have any questions or 
queries about the provision for your child. In the meantime, if you need support before this then please 
contact your class teacher or myself, either face-to face or via Class Dojo or email.  
 
Mrs Messenger is running the Phonic workshop in school on Wednesday evening from 5:30pm – this is 
suitable for parents of children in Foundation and Year 1. Out first ‘Coffee and Chat’ is taking place on 
Thursday morning; all are welcome including younger siblings.  
 
We are running our first opening morning for prospective parents on Thursday 12th October from 9:30am. 
This is an opportunity for us to showcase the school for pupils who will be starting school in September 2024 
– please share the date and our contact details.  
 
To help share and promote the good work we do, we are pleased to announce that we have a Facebook 
Page – the address link is:  
Hughenden Primary School Facebook Page  
Please ‘Like’ the page and do share with local friends and family.  
 
I want to remind parents of year 6 pupils that the portal for applying for secondary school is open until 31st 
October; please ensure that you complete your application before the deadline. 
 
And finally, we have some good news to share that Mrs Messenger is expecting her first child and the baby 
will be due to arrive in early Spring 2024. This is wonderful news and we, as a school community, send well 
wishes to both her and her husband.   
Kind regards, 
Katherine Mann  

 

Hughenden Primary School 

 
Working together, Empowering Lives, Enriching Minds 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61551827979969&mibextid=LQQJ4d


Attendance 
Why is it important for children not to miss school? 
We know that as parents, you want the best for your child 
and for them to get on well in life. Having a good 
education is important to ensure that they have the best 
opportunities in their adult life. They only get one chance 
at school, and your child’s future may be affected by not 
attending school regularly. 
If they do not attend school regularly they may: 
• Struggle to keep up with school work. In a busy 
school day, it is difficult for schools to find the extra time 
to help a child catch up. 
• Miss out on the social side of school life. Poor 
attendance can affect children’s ability to make and keep 
friendships; a vital part of growing up. 
 
Setting good attendance patterns from an early age, from 
nursery through primary school, will also help your child 
later on in their life. Children who have a poor school 
attendance record may have less chance of securing a job when they are adults. 
 
Why is punctuality so important? 
Being on time is vital. Arriving late at school can be very disruptive for your child, their teacher and the other 
children in the class. It is important that children understand the importance of time keeping and being 
organised. There may be times when you are finding it difficult to ensure that your child attends school 
regularly. If this is the case, it is important to talk to us as soon as possible. 
 

The One Can Trust 
The One Can Trust held an assembly in school on the 18th September as 
part of our Harvest Festival celebrations.  
As part of our Harvest Festival we are accepting donations on behalf of the 

One Can Trust. The One Can Trust Foodbank helps local people, giving out 

food aid to adults and children across High Wycombe and South Bucks. 

In some areas of Buckinghamshire 1 in 3 children live in poverty. Providing 

food to those who find themselves in times of crisis brings hope and 

relieves pressure on other services. Please could you hand in all donations 

by Friday 6th October. 

Their current needs are mentioned on their website, click here: 
https://onecantrust.org.uk 
 

Class Dojo 
All families should now be connected to their new classes.  If you haven’t received an invite to be added to 
your child’s new class, please email the school office to request this.  It is important to make sure you have 
the most up-to-date version of the App to ensure you receive all notifications. 

 
Children in Need  
Friday 17th November 2023 – save the date, more details to follow 
separately. 
 
 

Attending school every day = 100% attendance 
Attending 4½ days a week = 90% attendance = 
4 weeks missed per year 
Attending 4 days a week = 80% attendance = 
more than half a term missed per year. 
 
An average attendance of 80% or less across a 
child’s school career adds up to missing a 
whole 2 years from school. 
Punctuality is just as important. Make every 
minute count! 
Being late for school reduces learning time. If 
your child is 5 minutes late every day they will 
miss three days of learning each year. If your 
child is 15 minutes late every day they will 
miss 2 weeks of learning each year. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://onecantrust.org.uk/


Data Collection Sheet 
We have sent home your child's Data Collection Sheet for checking and/or amending and would be grateful 
if you can make any necessary changes ensuring all contact information; phone numbers and email 
addresses are correct.  Please return this to the school office as soon as possible. 
  
If there are no changes, please simply sign, date and return and we'll know the information we hold on file 
is still current. 
 
GDPR  
Thank you to everyone that has completed and returned their GDPR form.  If you haven’t done this, we ask 
you to do this by Friday 6th October.  Forms are available from the school office if needed. 

                 

Road Safety & School Travel Plan  
Mondays and Fridays, we will continue with the crocodile trail. As parents 
please can you reinforce the importance of wearing seatbelts as this is a 
legal requirement to keep children safe, the importance of crossing the road 
safely and using the crossing patroller. 
 
Permission to walk home 
If you have given permission for your KS2 child to walk home please note 
this does not apply to the after-school clubs. We will need parents to email 
to give consent as there is no crossing patroller with night’s drawing in and 
getting darker earlier.  
 
Collection times and arrangements 
We wanted to email with an important message about informing school of changes to collection 
arrangements to ensure we receive your message in time and to give you the reassurance it's been received 
and communicated to class. 
 
For any change to collections, please ensure you email office@hughendenprimary.co.uk before 2.30pm.  Any 
notifications after this point, must be followed up with a phone call to the school office. 
 
We have noticed a handful of children who are consistently late in being collected, sometimes as long as 30-
40 minutes which is impacting on staff.  We are monitoring this and will speak to the individuals should it 
continue.  We fully appreciate the local roadworks aren't helping this situation and also understand that 
emergencies arise sometimes with no prior warning.  It maybe you are doing a secondary school run first 
and collecting from Hughenden last.  
 
However, this can't continue and we would ask, where ever possible, to make arrangements for a friend or 
family member to collect your child/ren on your behalf if you can't get here on time, putting a password in 
place for adults we haven't met before.   If this isn't possible, consider booking into ASC making sure you 
have registered ahead of time.  The online booking facility will quickly advise you if there are spaces available. 
Here is a reminder of the collection times which we ask you to respect. 
Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2: 3.10pm 
Hoppers preschool: 3.15pm 
Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6: 3.20pm 
Thank you for your cooperation and support. 
 
Parent Pay, School Grid and Hot School Meals 
There has been some confusion over which platform cater for which service apologies for any confusion.  I’m 
unable to archive the hot lunch payment on Parent Pay but have annotated NOT IN USE.  To clarify: 
 

file://///HPS.Internal/Shares$/Admin%20Office%20Only/Newsletters/Newsletters%202023%20-%202024/office@hughendenprimary.co.uk%20


Hot lunches - for all payments related to hot lunches, please log in to your Schoolgrid account.  Alternatively, 
you can call Dolce Customer Services to make a payment over the phone – the number to call is 01942 
707709. 
 
School Trips - for school trips over the value of £10, we offer parents the facility to pay online using Parent 
Pay.  The reason for this is because we get charged a transaction fee per item and it needs to remain cost 
effective for us. 
 
Friends Fundraising Update 
 
Below is a precis of how much each event has raised – with 14 separate events, this wouldn’t have happened 
without the help and dedication of our committee and volunteers.  Please do all you can to help, however 
small.   
 
 

 
 
Please see below the dates for the Friends Open PTFA Meetings for this year.  
 

Autumn Term: 
 

Spring Term: 
 

Summer Term 

AGM 3rd October 7:30pm @ School 
2nd November 7:30pm @ School 
 

11th January 7:30pm @ School 
7th March 7:30pm @ School 
 

25th April 7:30pm @ School 
13th June 7:30pm @ School 
 

 



                
 
 

             



         

        
 

 
  



We have amended the jewellery section of our Uniform Policy slightly, please see below 
 

  



Here is the complete list of Term Dates and inset days for the 2023/2024 term 
 

 



DIARY DATES 2023 
 

29th September 2023 PTA Quiz - cancelled 

October 2023 Black History Month  

3rd October 2023 Friends AGM, 7.30pm in the Year 3 classroom – ALL WELCOME 

4th October 2023 Parents Phonics Workshop 

10th October 2023 Bikeability year 3 & 4 
World Mental Health Day 

11th October 2023 Open Classrooms 3.30-4pm 

12th October 2023 Open Day to prospective parents 9.30am 

w/c 16th October 2023 PTA Halloween Disco – date/details to be confirmed 

20th October 2023 INSET DAY – school closed to children 

23rd-27th October 2023 HALF TERM 
Friends at Play Holiday Camp – book online: 
Student Login (supersaas.com) 

2nd November 2023 Friends PTFA Meeting, 7.30pm at school 

6th November 2023 Remembrance Assembly 
Year 5 Anglo Saxon Day 
Parents Evening 3.30-6.30pm – book on eSchools from 3/10/23 

8th November 2023 Parents Evening – 4.30-7.30pm – book on eSchools from 3/10/23 

9th November 2023 Open Day to prospective parents, 9.30am 

10th November 2023 Diwali Mufti Day – PTA led 

w/c 13th November 2023 Anti-Bullying Week 

17th November 2023 Children in Need – more details to follow 

w/c 20th November 2023 Road Safety Week – more details to follow 

5th December 2023 KS1 Nativity – AM – times to be confirmed 

6th December 2023 KS1 Nativity – PM – times to be confirmed 
Trenchard Museum Year 6 trip - 9am – 3pm 

13th December 2023 School Fayre  

15th December 2023 Christmas Jumper Day – 50p donation towards Save the Children 
Christmas Lunch – pre-order through Schoolgrid 
Christmas Carols 2.15pm 

18th December 2023 PTA Disco – TBC + Mufti 

9th January 2024 Open Day to prospective parents, 9.30am 

11th January 2024 Friends PTFA Meeting, 7.30pm at school 

28th February 2024 Woodrow Year 5 - 28TH - 1ST March 2024 

7th March 2024 Friends PTFA Meeting, 7.30pm at school 

11th-15th March 2024 Year 6 Residential Norfolk Lakes 

25th April 2024 Friends PTFA Meeting, 7.30pm at school 

13th June 2024 Friends PTFA Meeting, 7.30pm at school 

24th -28th June 2024 Travelling Book Fayre 

29th June 2024 Village Day – rescheduled date from 2023 

 
 

https://www.supersaas.com/schedule/login/Friends_at_Play_Hughenden/Friends_at_Play

