Nouns (naming words)
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A noun is a word that denotes (= labels, names) somebody or something. In English, if you can put “the”, “a / an”, or “some / many” in front of it , it’s a noun! Examples: cat, house, afternoon, bread
French nouns come in two “genders”:

· “ masculine“ nouns take the article le (or un)
· “ feminine“ nouns take the article la (or une)
Adjectives
An adjective is a word that describes somebody or something. 
Examples: 

· old, green, busy, careful, cowardly, horrible... 
In French, most adjectives come after the noun they describe, not before as in English. 
Example: un stylo bleu ( a pen blue ( a blue pen!
Most French adjectives change endings if the noun they describe is feminine (usually add an –e) or in the plural (usually add an –s)
“Person”
In grammar, a distinction is made between first, second and third person. One uses the first person when referring to oneself (I/we); the second person when referring to one's listener or reader (you); and the third person when referring to somebody or something else (he/she/it/they/the books etc). 
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	singular 

(1 person or thing)
	1st
	I
	je

	
	2nd
	you (1)
	tu

	
	
	he
	il

	
	3rd
	she 
	elle

	
	
	it
	il/elle

	plural

(2+ persons or things
	1st
	we
	nous

	
	2nd
	you (2+)
	vous

	
	3rd
	they
	ils / elles



In French and, verb endings usually change depending on which person you use. This is called “subject-verb agreement”

Connectives

A connective is a word or phrase that links clauses or sentences. 
Examples: mais , et donc, alors 
Articles

Articles are either definite (( the - used if it’s clear what we’re talking about) or indefinite (( a – used if it’s not clear what / which one we’re talking about).

In French, articles change with the gender and number of the noun.
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	definite
	indefinite
	definite
	indefinite

	masculine
	the
	a/an
	le
	un

	feminine
	the
	a/an
	la
	une

	neuter
	the
	a/an
	--
	--

	plural
	the
	--
	les
	des








These “genders” are completely random and have nothing to do with the meaning of the word.








